Mg (0.480 g, 20 mmol) and catalytic amounts of I 2 were heated under N 2 in a two-necked round bottom flask. A solution of 1-bromo-4-fluoro-2-methylbenzene (2.66 ml, 21.5 mmol) in dry THF (50 ml) was added dropwise and the mixture stirred for one hour at room temperature. Activated elemental Te (2.54 g, 20 mmol) was added, and after one hour the system was opened to allow oxidation. The reaction mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate, a solution of NH 4Cl was added dropwise and stirred for two hours. The reaction was monitored by TLC and GC. The reaction mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (50 ml) and washed with a solution of brine. The organic layer was dried over MgSO 4, filtered over celite and concentrated under vacuum. The red solid was obtained in 41% yield, m.p. 387 K. 
Source of material
Mg (0.480 g, 20 mmol) and catalytic amounts of I 2 were heated under N 2 in a two-necked round bottom flask. A solution of 1-bromo-4-fluoro-2-methylbenzene (2.66 ml, 21.5 mmol) in dry THF (50 ml) was added dropwise and the mixture stirred for one hour at room temperature. Activated elemental Te (2.54 g, 20 mmol) was added, and after one hour the system was opened to allow oxidation. The reaction mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate, a solution of NH 4Cl was added dropwise and stirred for two hours. The reaction was monitored by TLC and GC. The reaction mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (50 ml) and washed with a solution of brine. The organic layer was dried over MgSO 4, filtered over celite and concentrated under vacuum. The red solid was obtained in 41% yield, m.p. 387 K.
Discussion
Diaryl ditellurides are important precursors in organic reactions and have been used successfully as electrophilic reagents [1, 2] in several metal-catalyzed cross-coupling reactions, such as the Sonogashira [3] , Negishi [4] and Suzuki-Miyaura 
